INTRODUCTION
In Iraq, hydatid disease caused by Echinococcus granulosus is considered to be one of the most serious helminthic diseases with serious public health implications (1-7) and causes spectacular economic losses (8) (9) (10) (11) .
Since the main infection source of human hydatidosis is the Echinococcus eggs discharged from the infected canine, the prevalence of canine echinococcosis, the most readily obtainable index for the extent of the infection in a given area, will indicate the relative risk of the disease and the level of the infection pressure to man (12, 13 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
A total of 67 stray dogs from 11 localities in Arbil Province were shot with hunting guns. At autopsy, the small intestine was removed and opened in a tray with saline and the mucosa scraped. The contents and scrapings were preserved in 10% formaline and searched for E. granulosus.
The worms were counted for each dog, preserved in 70% ethanol or 10% formaline and stained with acid carmine. The descriptions of Yamaguti (14), Solusby (15) and Schemidt (16) were used to identify the parasite.
All the dogs were adults but unfortunately it proved impossible to determine the age of any dog examined.
RESULTS
Of the 67 dogs examined in 11 localities of Arbil Province, 53 (79.1%) were found to be infected with Echinococcus (Table I) . The worms were all identified as Infected viscera are usually thrown away and stray dogs can gain access to them.
Although the infection rate was slightly higher in male dogs than in bitches, the sex of the dogs did not appear to affect the incidence of E. granulosus.
Similarly, Macpherson et al. (13) in Kenya and Gusbi (26) in Libya reported that the sex of dog did not affect the incidence and intensity of the E. granulosus infections.
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